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One Sentence Synopsis

CHOOCH captures the misadventures of two cousins from Queens, New York, during an ill-fated vacation to Cancun.

One Paragraph Synopsis

The life of Queens resident Dino Condito (Carmine Famiglietti) is about to take a surprising turn. After letting down his softball team by striking out in the bottom of the ninth against Hoboken, his crew brands him “the chooch.” Trying to cheer up his cousin, Jubilene Condito (Joseph Summa) cashes in his savings from his first holy communion and springs for a vacation to Cancun. “You mean leave Queens?” asks Dino, as if the thought had never occurred to him.

But there’s a mix-up on the way to the airport involving a mysterious bag of money. As soon as Dino and Jube land in Mexico, they’re abducted by a pair of thugs and left in the desert at the mercy of a trio of soldiers. It takes reuniting Dino’s old Queens “crew,” including Dino’s beloved pet dachshund, to save the two cousins. Only after a jail bust, donkey ride, chicken coop explosion, and a life-changing love affair at the local bordello does the crew finally arrive to save the day. Returning home in triumphant glory with his reunited crew and newfound love Ladonna (Paola Walker), Dino discovers the meaning of family, friendship and neighborhood. 

CAST

Lead and supporting cast in order of appearance:

Narrator
John Sialiano

Dino’s Mother
Lucille Tomczyk

Dino’s Father
Anthony Pellicci

Dino Condito
Carmine Famiglietti

Jubilene’s Father
Joe “Pepper” Tomczyk

Jubilene Condito
Joseph Summa

Kiwi Condito
Kiwi Limone

Sally Boy
Nick Cerulli

Nicol “Nick” Rubino
Gino Cafarelli

Anthony Rubino
Anthony Barile

Soda Shop Gus
Ed Rossy

The Mayor of Bocci Park
Michael Bocchetti

Sharky the Umpire
John “Malibu” Costantino

Jubilene’s Girlfriend
Susan Ann Davis

“Hook Girl”
Tami Powers

Billy Del Nino
Stefan Lysenko

Jubilene’s Mom
Jenny Loglisci

Billy Del Nino Sr.
Adam Garcia

Mexican Sergeant
Pete Medina

Mexican Corporal
Chris Cruz

Mexican Private
Santino Jimenez

Rafael the Chef
Valtair Teixeira

Too Long the Donkey
Himself

Bordello Owner
William Bell

Irma
Linda Sandoval

Ladonna
Paola Walker

Ladonna’s Father
Carmine Famiglietti

One-Eyed Mary
Mary Loglisci

FILMMAKERS

Directed by
Rajeev Nirmalakhandan


and 


J.C. Bari
Screen Story and Screenplay by
Lucas Limone

Produced by
Tami Powers

Executive Producers
Loglisci Brothers


and


Steve Caple

Co-Producers
Anthony Nanula


Joseph Pecoraro


Gino Cafarelli

Director of Photography
Jesse Ramirez

“B” Unit Camera
Rob Schein

1st Assistant Director
Royce Dudley

2nd Assistant Director
Jonathan Simms

Music Supervisor
Kenneth Higney

SteadiCam
Chelsea Low

1st Assistant Camera
David Erikson

2nd Assistant Camera
Denisse Kindl

Script Supervisor
Mitchel Reiter

Editor
Maya Stark

Pyrotechnics
Tom Ford/FordFX

Sound Mixer
Karl Lohninger

Boom Operator
Iris Lohninger

Art Director
Steven Hansen

Set Dressers
Alba Albanese


Brooke Rogers


Sophia Antonnini

Gaffer
Greg Wilson

Gaffer/Electric
Rob Schein

New Mexico Casting
Axia Productions, Las Cruces, NM

LA Casting
Tami Powers

Assistants
Dan Rosenberg


Pat Melon

New York Casting
Lucas Limone

Key Grip
Roosevelt Larks

Grips
Cass Rasmussen


David Wheeler


John Costantino


James Suter


Rick Griggs

Production Manager (NM)
Constance Hasapopolous

Key Make-up
Rene LeCruyer

Make-up
Stella Melendez

Key Make-up/SFX
Karrieann Heisner

Make-up/SFX
Molly Tissavary

Travel Coordinator
Mary Hudson/Tzell Travel

Catering
Pellicci’s, Stamford CT


Parkside Restaurant, Queens, NY


The Cactus Café, Deming, NM


Lorenzo’s, Las Cruces, NM


Craig Geraghty

Assistants
Raymond Mancini, Jr.


Brooke Rogers


Ariel Pickett


Shane Zambardi

Assistant to Miss Kiwi
Walker Hansen

Accounting
Tami Powers

SECOND UNIT

Director of Photography
William Miller

1st Assistant Director
Sal Marino

2nd Assistant Director
Sophia Antonini

Gaffer
Christopher Clarke

1st Assistant Camera
Chris Norris

2nd Assistant Camera
Renee Crout

Sound Mixer
Damien Canelos

Boom Operator
Kevin Bowe

Best Boy Electric
Ian McGlockton

Key Grip
Rick Griggs

Grip
Hugo Aleman

PA
Patrick Gilmartin

Grip/Lighting Equipment
LEONETTI

Truck Rental
AVON

Camera Equipment
HOLLYWOOD CAMERA

Props
ISS

Processing
CFI

Post Production Services
DIGITAL FILM TREE


FINAL FRAME

Colorist
Will Cox

Post Production Supervision
PICTURE ISLAND

Post Production Supervisor
Charles Marquardt

Post Production Sound
Sean and Bob King of


THE SOUND SHOP


GOLDCREST POST NEW YORK

Mixer
Tom Paul

Re-Recording Engineer
Mark Corbin

Digital Film Recording
POSTWORKS NYC

Digital Film Recordist
Jeff Huston
SONGS

THE HUCKLEBUCK (Vocal Version) a/k/a THE ITALIAN HUCKLEBUCK
Composed by Roy Alfred and Andy Gibson
Published by Music Sales Corporation (ASCAP), Beinstock Publishing Co.
(ASCAP), 789 Music Associates (ASCAP) and T/Q Music Inc. d/b/a Quartet
Music  (ASCAP)
Performed by Lou Monte
Courtesy of Rhino Entertainment Company by arrangement with
Warner Strategic Marketing
and by courtesy of EMI Records under license from EMI Film & Television Music

MOTHERLESS CHILD
Words and music by Milton Brunson
Published by Conrad Music, a division of Arc Music Corp. (BMI)
Performed by The Harmonizing Four
Courtesy of Vee Jay Ltd. Partnership

DIMPLES
Words and music by John Lee Hooker and James Bracken
Published by Conrad Music, a division of Arc Music Corp. (BMI)
Performed by John Lee Hooker
Courtesy of Vee Jay Ltd. Partnership


LET ME IN
Words and music by Yvonne Baker, Alphonson Howell and George Minor
Published by Arc Music Corp. and Dandelion Music Co. (BMI)
Performed by The Sensations
Courtesy of MCA Records under license from Universal Music Enterprises


MORE TODAY THAN YESTERDAY
Words and music by Patrick Upton
Published by Regent Music Corp., Lynnwood Music and Miss Muffit Music (BMI)
Performed by James Darren

MIGHTY HIGH
Composed by Milt Buckner
Published by Arc Music Corp. (BMI)
Performed by Milt Buckner
Courtesy of MCA Records under license from Universal Music Enterprises

PLACE DE BROUCKERE
Composed by Django Reinhardt
Published by Jewel Music Publishing Co., Inc. (ASCAP)
Performed by 8-1/2 Souvenirs
Courtesy of Arista Associated Labels, a Unit of BMG Music
Under license from BMG Film & Television Music Division


BELLA POSITANO
Arranged by E. L. Jefe
Published by Daval Music Co. (ASCAP)
Performed by the 101 Strings Orchestra
Courtesy of Countdown Media, a division of Madacy Entertainment Group, Ltd


GOING UP THE COUNTRY
Words and music by Alan Wilson
Used by permission of EMI Unart Catalog Inc. (BMI)
Performed by Canned Heat
Courtesy of EMI Records
Under license from EMI Film & Television Music

AZTEC
Words and music by Ellas McDaniel
Published by Arc Music Corp. (BMI)
Performed by Bo Diddley
Courtesy of MCA Records under license from Universal Music Enterprises

THE CHEF BUSTS A MOVE
Composed by Daniel Belardinelli
Published by the author (ASCAP)
Performed by Daniel Belardinelli


DINO BREAKS OUT
Composed by Daniel Belardinelli
Published by the author(ASCAP)
Performed by Hernan Romero

"CU CU CU RRU CU CU PALOMA"
Written by Tomas Mendez Sosa
Published by Peer International Corp. (BMI) o/b/o EMMI
Recording Courtesy of Passport Intl. Productions of California, Inc.

C/O ANTHONY MERCALDI

DINO AND LaDONNA'S DANCE
Composed by Daniel Belardinelli
Published by the author(ASCAP)
Performed by Hernan Romero

WHO DO YOU LOVE
Words and music by Ellas McDaniel
Published by Arc Music Corp. (BMI)
Performed by George Thorogood & the Destroyers
Licensed courtesy of Rounder Records

O MIO BABBINO CARO
From “Gianni Schicchi” by Giacomo Puccini
Performed by Ilona Tokody, soprano
Hungarian State Opera Orchestra, Andras Mihalyi, conductor
Courtesy of Delta Entertainment Corporation, Los Angeles, California

STRANGE DREAMS
Words and music by Milton Campbell and Oliver Sain
Published by Arc Music Corp. (BMI)
Performed by Little Milton with Oliver Sain and His Orchestra
Licensed courtesy of Arc Music Corp.

LA PALOMA
Traditional
Performed by Angel Romero, Guitar
Licensed courtesy of Delos International, Inc.


LET’S WORK TOGETHER
Words and music by Wilbert Harrison
Used by permission of EMI Longitude Music (BMI)
Performed by Canned Heat
Courtesy of EMI Records
Under license from EMI Film & Television Music


BOOM BOOM
Words and music by John Lee Hooker
Published by Conrad Music, A Division Of Arc Music Corp. (BMI)
Performed by John Lee Hooker
Courtesy of Vee Jay Ltd. Partnership

KING FOR A DAY
Words and music by Hunter Sullivan and Richard Martin
Published by DeMers Music (BMI)
Performed by Hunter Sullivan
From the album “King For A Day” on Search Group Records

A KISS TO BUILD A DREAM ON
Words and music by Bert Kalmar, Harry Ruby and Oscar Hammerstein II
Used by permission of EMI Miller Catalog Inc. (ASCAP)
Performed by Louis Armstrong
Courtesy of The Verve Music Group under license from Universal Music Enterprises

STORNELLI
Published by Global Jukebox Publishing (BMI)
Performed by “Calamita” and Gucci, vocals, with guitar accompaniment
Recorded on December 15, 1954, in Arezzo, Tuscany.
Courtesy of The Alan Lomax Archives / Rounder Records


SOUNDTRACK AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE THIS JULY ON KEBRUTNEY RECORDS

ABOUT THE PRODUCTION

What’s a “Chooch”?

The word “chooch” comes from “ciuccio” – Southern Italian dialect for lazy jackass. 

“It’s an endearing term, used to describe the lovable but lazy ‘mule’ who should know better,” says producer Tami Powers. “Every family, every town, every neighborhood has one.”

In Italian-American communities, calling someone a “chooch” can provoke an immediate emotional response well beyond “Hey, how do you know that?” Often, it evokes nostalgia for an earlier time, an era when grandparents returned annually to the “old country.”  

“I’ve been called a ‘chooch’ a million times,” says Carmine Famiglietti, who plays the movie’s lead role, that of aimless Dino Condito, who still lives at his parent’s house and whose only real relationship is with a nine-pound miniature red dachshund. “If a ‘chooch’ is loving your mother, father, dog, neighborhood and cousin, then, yeah, I must be a big ‘chooch.’”

“You mean leave Queens?” Origins of the Production

“We wanted to create a light-hearted story about friendship, family and, most importantly, a neighborhood,” says executive producer Steve Loglisci. “We wanted this to be a silly but sweet-natured film about Queens, a love letter to an era when the whole block hosted a backyard feast to send you off on a two-week vacation.”

Loglisci spotted Carmine Famiglietti and Joseph Summa, who play the film’s central characters, in a New York comedy club in 2001. Part of the duo’s comedy act revolved around a song they created called, “Twelve Days of Guido Christmas.” 

“I listened to their act and thought the chemistry was just terrific,” says Loglisci. “I liked their interaction, and what they said about growing up Italian-American. I remember calling up (producer) Tami Powers saying, ‘You have to hear these guys! We have to work with them!’”

With Famiglietti, Summa, and their comedy partner Gino Cafarelli on board as actor and co-producer (that fateful meeting appropriately took place at Umbertos Clam House in New York’s Little Italy), Loglisci shared his vision, outlined on dozens of cocktail napkins, for a positive story that revolved around the safety and security of the old Italian-American neighborhood that’s at risk of being lost forever in the shuttered-up, 500-channel-universe of the 21st century.

“We didn’t want to create a stereotypical Italian-American film,” Cafarelli is quick to point out. “No one gets whacked and dumped in the river in CHOOCH.”

“It’s about what happens when these two guys leave Queens, leave their crew, leave their families,” says Famiglietti. “That’s when all the trouble starts. But it puts Dino in a place where he can fall in love and learn to appreciate what he has going for him back home.”

The film went from ideas scribbled on cocktail napkins to finished product in two years, relatively fast for an independent production. With a shooting budget of $400,000, producer Tami Powers had a tall order: arrange, coordinate and supervise 23 shooting days at four principal locations: Las Cruces, New Mexico; the ghost town of Shakespeare, New Mexico; Stamford, Conn.; and Queens, New York.

With an award-winning short film under her belt, Powers was excited about tackling her first feature. She cast locals in many scenes, and even used Loglisci family members for some key roles.

“They tell you never to work with animals or children, and for God’s sake not to cast family or friends,” says Powers. “But in our case, we couldn’t do it any other way. This film needed the authenticity that only people like Anthony Pellicci can bring to it. At first we simply asked to use Mr. Pellicci’s restaurant as a location, but then we realized he had to be in the movie, and that he had to play the lead’s father.” In real life, Mr. Pellicci is the iconic owner of Pellicci’s Restaurant, a landmark in Stamford, Conn.

Fittingly, the film’s opening sequence was shot last, on the rooftop of The Parkside Restaurant overlooking Bocce Park in Corona, Queens.

“We had a fabulous time,” says Powers. “We played bocce ball with the locals, ate lemon ices, and sent pigeons flying from the rooftop. It was the perfect way to wrap principal photography, in the center of the culture we were trying to capture and pay tribute to.”

The Small Film with Big Music

Nearly a third of CHOOCH’s total production budget of $1 million was devoted exclusively to music rights. Hits from such legendary artists as Louis Armstrong, John Lee Hooker, Bo Diddley, Canned Heat and George Thorogood and the Destroyers help give the film its “big sound.”

Music supervisor Kenneth Higney was brought in to advise music selection, secure rights and produce the final soundtrack. He admits it’s unusual for independent films to spend more than ten percent of their total budget on music.

“I’m sure, in the future, that a larger number of indie film producers will be paying closer attention to the great music available to them,” Higney says. “It takes focus, persistence and flexibility but you can get a big budget style soundtrack that will take your film to another 
level if you have the right supervisor working in tandem with the film’s director.”

Casting the Voice of “Chooch”

When comedian and KTU deejay John “Goumba Johnny” Sialiano saw what was to be the final cut of the film, he immediately offered to be the voice of the film’s narrator. “I’ve only been working on this accent for 40 years,” he says. Sialiano, who grew up in the Bronx to Sicilian parents, insisted on donating his time. “Even though I grew up in the Bronx and the film is set in Queens, CHOOCH gets it right. The spirit of community. The fun-loving nature. The importance of family. It was a pleasure lending my voice to the project.”

A Nine-Pound Mini-Red

The script called for a Miniature Red Dachshund to play Dino’s pet dog. Executive producer Steve Loglisci purchased Kiwi Limone, who weighs in at 9.5 pounds and had no previous acting experience, to play the role of Kiwi Condito.

“I had no intention of getting myself a pet dog,” he grins. “But I fell in love with her, and now she runs the household.”

Kiwi threatens to steal the film’s key fight scene when she flings herself toward a Mexican druglord’s throat with her teeth bared.

Now That’s Italian!

Obviously a key target for CHOOCH is the nation’s core Italian-American population. According to U.S. census data, Italian-Americans comprise nearly 15.7 million U.S. residents, with an additional 26 million having at least one Italian grandparent, ranking Italian-American ancestry fifth in the United States.

ABOUT THE CAST

Carmine Famiglietti (Dino) was born and raised in Flushing, Queens. He has been performing for over a decade. A veteran of the comedy club circuit in New York, Carmine has performed at the The New York Comedy Club, Stand-Up New York and was one part of a headlining duo on THE BLUE COLLAR COMEDY SHOW at Caroline’s on Broadway for over three years. Along with Joseph Summa, Carmine was signed by Madacy Entertainment and released a popular comedy CD in 2000. This CD spawned multiple radio favorites that are now part of regular radio rotation on many stations throughout the country, including the most requested Christmas song in New York five years running. CHOOCH marks Carmine and Joe’s first starring roles as a duo in a feature film.


“If a ‘chooch’ is loving your mother, father, dog, neighborhood and cousin, then yeah, I must be a big ‘chooch.’ Go Rubino Brothers Softball team in 2004!” 

Joseph Summa (Jubilene) was born in Staten Island, New York, and has been working in film and television for over ten years.  He has achieved success in commercial work and in the New York City comedy circuit. With radio hits to his credit, Joseph has completed his role as a triple threat. 

Gino Cafarelli (Nicol) was born and raised in Queens, New York, and is an accomplished Actor/Writer/Producer, and was also co-producer on CHOOCH. Gino recently worked on an episode of “The Sopranos” (5th Season, playing Vincent “Vinny Pitts” Pitsatauro) and in the critically acclaimed film “LBS.” which made its debut at Sundance 2004. Other credits include: Universal and Hypnotics “Last Hand Standing” as part of the Chrysler Film Festival, and a New York Jets Promo Spot.

He is also co-creator and writer of a nationally released comedy album that includes the hits “The 12 Days of a Guido Christmas” and The New York Yankees theme song “Ha Ya Doin’?” with fellow friends and cast members Joseph Summa and Carmine Famiglietti, and is currently developing a sitcom for cable. Gino says that the character of “Nicol” (which means Nick in Italian) was based on a mix of friends and family he has encountered in his life, being a first-generation Italian-American.  


Anthony Barile (Anthony) is an aspiring actor, and owns and operates the 3 of Cups Restaurant in Manhattan. 

Michael Bocchetti (The Mayor) recently inked a deal to appear on The Tonight Show starring Jay Leno and has appeared on the NBC series “The Last Comic Standing,” where he pushed his way through to the semi-finals. He also has roles in two different films shown at the 2004 Sundance Film Festival, and landed a principal role on the series “Monk.” 



Nicky Cerulli (Sally Boy) was born in Brooklyn but grew up on Long Island, where he attended Patchogue-Medford High School. Nick decided he wanted to be an actor after seeing the performances of Marlin Brando and Al Pacino in the Godfather, in 1974. 
  
His first acting class was at Harlequin Theater, New York, in 1984 under acting coach Ed Delaio. After stints on off-Broadway and in Los Angeles, Nick joined the Creative Acting Company in New York (2001-2003), training under acting coaches Mario Giacalone, Colette Duvall and Ms. Turturo. While attending CAC, Nick appeared in a number of commercials and performed in such plays as Streetcar Named Desire, as Stanley Kowalski, and The Ferry, as a homeless man. 
  

Lucille Tomczyk and Anthony Pellicci (Dino’s Parents): Lucille was brought into the CHOOCH family the day her nephew, Steve Loglisci, asked to use her house for a location. Anthony Pellicci, who owns Pellicci’s Restaurant in Stamford, Conn., was roped into the production in a similar manner. Loglisci asked Lucille to play Dino’s Mom, and Mr. Pellicci to Play Dino’s Dad. The two were naturals on camera, and CHOOCH marks their big screen debut. 

Paola Walker (Ladonna) was born in Morelia, Mexico, and came to the United States when she was five years old. Paola is an avid dancer, having studied classical ballet, jazz, tap, lyrical, and most recently Mexican Folklore, Polynesian, African and Modern. She has danced competitively in Las Vegas, and Disneyland. Paola attends Santa Monica College and plans to continue her studies at UCLA, majoring in psychology, and dance. Paola is represented by Amatruda, Benson and Associates, and recently completed two national commercials, Checkers Rally Burger and Pepsi. 

Stefan Lysenko (Billy Del Nino) grew up in the San Francisco Bay area, and received his Drama/Business degree from San Jose State University. Stefan studied under the direction of Stella Adler, then moved to Playhouse West to work with such actors as Ashley Judd and Jeff Goldblum under the guidance of artistic director Robert Carnegie. During the nineties Stefan’s  home became the Actors Studio, where he worked under the tutelage of Shelley Winters. Stefan’s acting career blossomed with lead roles in several feature films including, “Mafia” (DISNEY), “The Last Will” (opposite Goran Visnjic “ER”) “Interceptors” (opposite Ernie Hudson), “The Stray” (opposite Mike Madsen), and playing Billy Del Nino in the Italian-American Comedy “Chooch.” Stefan is an avid filmmaker in his own right, having made the film “Between Christmas and New Years,” and “Fishes,” now in post-production. 

John Sialiano (Narrator) is known to many as “Goumba Johnny” of 103.5 KTU’s “The Baltazar and Goumba Johnny Morning Show,” heard weekdays from 6-10 a.m. Sialiano was born in the Bronx to Sicilian parents and entered radio late in his career, only after stints as a football player, celebrity bodyguard and comedy sketch writer. With his quick wit and charm, John performs regularly at top comedy clubs like Caroline’s in Manhattan, Mohegan Sun in Conn., and Atlantic City. John has also appeared on various TV shows such as “The Weakest Link” and “Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” During the summer of 2001, John made his theater debut in the Strawberry One-Act Festival portraying Stanley the Bartender in the play “A Punch in the Face.” 


ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS

Lucas Limone (Story, Screenplay) is a collective invention, tongue firmly in cheek. When you want a loose-knit comedy group to take the reins of a story idea and make it into their first feature film, it helps if the members are like-minded souls who are happy to put ego and pride aside to focus on the business at-hand: funny business. When executive producers The Loglisci Brothers met actor-comedians Carmine Famiglietti, Joseph Summa and Gino Cafarelli, it became obvious that everyone would play a role in CHOOCH. To be fair, the group came up with the alias of Lucas Limone. Mas certo! Any resulting credit, or blame, goes entirely to Mr. Limone.

Loglisci Brothers (Executive Producers) are four brothers from Stamford, Conn., who grew up learning to laugh and take risks together. 

Tami Powers (Producer) is an actor, writer and producer. Prior to CHOOCH she wrote, produced and starred in a 16mm short (“1:25”) in 2001 after friend and director Jonathan Kaplan advised her that producing her own works would be good for her career as a whole. Tami raised $10,000 to make the short, which won the Gold Award for “Best Short Film” at Houston Worldfest.

During the filming of CHOOCH, the actress scheduled to play “Hook Girl” failed to show up for her scene. The guys immediately nominated Tami. “I think they planned it,” she says now. “I honestly don’t think she was ever cast, but in the end it was fun. You’ve gotta love being called a ‘skank’ on a forty-foot screen. And there’s nothing like lighting someone else’s cigarette with your own hook!” 


Rajeev Nirmalakhandan (Co-Director) earned his degree in cinematography from the UCLA School of Film & Television. He directed Tami Powers’ first short film (“1:25”).

J.C. Bari (Co-Director) is as enigmatic as Mr. Limone. His bio is currently unavailable.

Jesse Ramirez (Director of Photography) has formal training in photography and design in addition to his degree in cinematography from UCLA School of Film & Television. Jesse presently works in Los Angeles both as a cinematographer and a photographer and is currently represented by the Osbrink Agency. 

Maya Stark (Editor) was born in Israel and has directed and edited numerous short films, including Sweet Lonely (Max Ophuls Film Festival Germany; “The New Filmmakers Series” at the Aldrich Museum of Contemporary Art in CT; DGA) as well as Chaos. Maya also edited the feature-length documentary The War on Cancer, and the documentary Her Israel. She is currently the senior editor of BBC’S weekly television show Talking Movies.

QUOTES FROM THE CAST AND FILMMAKERS

A Love Letter to Queens

Gino Cafarelli: The film is a love letter to a neighborhood. They’ve been talking about doing films in that part of Queens (Corona) for years. People know shows like the ‘King of Queens’ but it doesn’t show the neighborhood itself. But ‘Chooch’ does a good job of capturing Queens and the spirit of its Italian-American neighborhood.

Carmine Famiglietti: There’s that scene where Dino turns to Jube, right after he mentions the vacation to Cancun. ‘You mean leave Queens?’ he says. And that’s what it means to them. Safety, security, family. The moment Dino and Jube leave Queens, they get in trouble.

Joseph Summa: The thing I love about these neighborhoods is that everybody interacts with each other. I remember as a kid my grandfather going back to Italy each year, and you’d think we were sending him off to war. What a production those parties were. 

Gino Cafarelli: You get that when we send off Dino and Jube. You know, after my grandfather’s generation, we started losing the neighborhood. I don’t want to lose it, to lose places like Bocce Park. Bocce Park is the core for a lot of the old-timers who hang out in the social club drinking coffee, watching the game and shooting the shit. It’s one of the last true New York hang-outs for Italian-Americans. Little Italy is being taken over by Chinatown. Bay Ridge and Carroll Gardens in Brooklyn are turning into Yuppieville.

Carmine Famiglietti: (Laughs) It’s true. When I was going to school, moms would come by to pick up their kids in their housedresses. But nowadays, the moms are all made up, dolled up, wearing expensive clothes and jewelry. They’re all still Italian but it’s not the same.

Tami Powers: I was reminded how special the neighborhood is when we were filming, and the community was so supportive, and the crew saw this, saw how people helped out, opened their homes to us, and I can’t tell you how many folks came up to me and said, ‘I want to move here. I don’t know my neighbors.’ Because of the community!

Who’s a “Chooch”?

Gino Cafarelli: Growing up Italian-American, I can tell you it’s a term of affection, a term of endearment. I must’ve been called a “chooch,” a lazy jackass, a million times in my life. By my mother, my father, my family in Italy. Most Italian-Americans identify it this way. And any time you say it to an Italian-American, it makes them laugh, it makes them smile. 

Tami Powers: Whenever I surprise Italian-Americans with a “Hey, ya Chooch” – they always wonder how I know the word and then they start reminiscing. They get very emotional. ‘Oh, my grandfather used to call me that. I miss those days.’ It brings them back.

Joseph Summa: I had the movie poster up where I work and literally these two guys came in and had an hour-long discussion about how you pronounce the word “chooch.” Back and forth, back and forth, they’re arguing about this poster. To them, how you pronounce the word means something, because this is how their mother said it. 

Gino Cafarelli: Every neighborhood has one of these types of guys. 

Tami Powers: Every neighborhood has one. Every family has one. Every crew has one. Every group has one. 

Carmine Famiglietti: People will raise their hands some places to be identified as the chooch. Like it’s some crazy badge of honor. 

From Cocktail Napkin to Celluloid

Gino Cafarelli: Joe, Carmine and I started our acting career doing interactive murder mystery in the Catskills. This is 14 years ago. That’s how we all met. 

Joseph Summa: Then one day Carmine and I wrote this song for a goof called the “Twelve Days of Guido Christmas.” 

Gino Cafarelli: I was there the first night they performed it. The crowd loved it. And I was so excited to get it on the radio that I started knocking on doors. Finally we went on live at KTU. And it was a hit.

Joseph Summa: Eventually we got in the studio to record it. And we figured we needed, you know, a B-side. So the producer says, ‘Do something you know.’ And Carm and I start goofing around with ‘How ya doin’. So we make a song based around that, about going to clubs and waking up with a wrinkled twenty in your pocket the next morning. Stuff like that.

Carmine Famiglietti: It’s a long story but eventually the song caught on, debuted on KTU thanks to Goumba Johnny, and we cut a version for the Yankees, who were among our first fans.

Joseph Summa: Steve called us up after Sept. 11.

Carmine Famiglietti: We got this call from this strange Italian named Loglisci. We imagined him totally different, because Steve was living in Texas at the time. Like some weird Italian cowboy.

Joseph Summa: So we figured we ought to size him up. 

Carmine Famiglietti: And it just clicked. Steve had all these ideas on little napkins and wanted to do a film about Italian-Americans, and portray them in a fun-loving way.

Gino Cafarelli: So we said, ‘You know what? Call him a chooch, your main guy, and it could work.’

Tami Powers: And that’s how it started evolving, from all these amalgamations of growing up Italian-American.

Joseph Summa: You know, one of the reasons this little movie took as long as it did is because we wanted to get it right and develop the characters more and show the neighborhood more. We went back and wrote new scenes and shot on location in Queens with a lot of locals. 

Carmine Famiglietti: And it was worth it. 

Joseph Summa: Because now you care about this crew, these guys, and you care what happens to them.

###

HOW TO MAKE A CHOOCH SHOT

Making a “Chooch” is as simple as finding Pellicci’s, the bar that’s making it famous:

1. Start with a shot glass.

2. Add one shot Campari.

3. Then a shot of your favorite premium vodka.

4. Top with a shot of DeKuyper Sour Apple Pucker Schnapps.

5. Waddaya know? It’s red, white and green. Enjoy!

A RECIPE FROM PELLICCI’S RESTAURANT

One of the crew’s favorite dishes at Pellicci’s Restaurant in Stamford, Conn., is SEAFOOD ROSALINA. Here’s the recipe courtesy of Mr. Pellicci:

	¼ cup olive oil

12 clams and 10 large mussels

1 medium onion sliced

8 cloves garlic minced

2 cups sea scallops

2 cups rock shrimp

1 cup sherry wine

crushed red pepper to taste

2 cups plum tomatoes, chopped

3 tablespoons butter

parsley and basil, chopped
	Heat olive oil. Add clams, mussels, onion and garlic. When light brown, add scallops and shrimp. When partially cooked add sherry and flame. When flame dies down, add tomatoes, salt and pepper, butter, parsley and basil. When clams and mussels open, serve over pasta.


AND ONE FROM THE PARKSIDE RESTAURANT

The Parkside Restaurant in Queens is known for its excellent cuisine. One of the simpler, more sublime dishes is VEAL SORRENTINO:

1. Start with fresh veal...four scaloppini, cut from the top round, thinly sliced and pounded.

2. Then sauté four slices of eggplant in olive oil until browned.

3. Sauté the veal until lightly browned both sides.

4. Add Marsala wine sauce.

5. Add slices of fresh mozzarella on top.

6. Simmer then place in oven preheated to 350 degrees.

7. Cook until mozzarella fully melted.
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